
AP Language and Composition
Summer Reading List

Reading List: AP Language & Composition Summer 2021
The AP reading list was developed using recommendations from College Board, AP  English
Language curriculum, and award winning non-fiction with a Lexile score of 1100 or  above. The
content of these books can be sensitive in nature. Parents are advised to review the  list, read
summaries of the books, and assist students in determining which books are appropriate  for
them.

The summer reading argument templates will be the first graded assignments for the students
and  they are due the first week of school. Digital copies of the books are not recommended.
Students cannot  use technology during in class writings. *All assignments must be typed (hard
copy) and  available in digital copy (google.docs, flash/usb drive, etc.)

• All books are available in audio format on Amazon Audible for free with a 30 day  free
trial.

1. Step One: Choose and read one non-fiction book from the list.

2. Step Two: Complete the following Summer Reading Argument Template, identifying
the argument and various components of each text (with page numbers) to the best of  your
ability. Come to class with a printed and digital copy of this template in the first week of
school.

3. Step Three: Annotate your readings to use as evidence in your choice of one of three
essay prompts (in-class timed writing). Prompts will be given in class, no outline or notes
will be permitted. Bring books to class and be prepared to write.



NON-FICT ION (SELECT ONE)
Fairweather, Jack. The Volunteer: The True Story of the Resistance Hero who Infiltrated Auschwitz.
In the Summer of 1940, after the Nazi occupation of Poland, an underground operative called Witold
Pilecki accepted a mission to uncover the fate of thousands of people being interred at a new
concentration camp on the border of the Reich. His mission was to report on Nazi crimes and raise a
secret army to stage an uprising. The name of the detention centre -- Auschwitz. This is the first major
account of his amazing journey, drawing on exclusive family papers and recently declassified files as well
as unpublished accounts from the camp’s fighters to show how he saved hundreds of thousands of lives.
The result is an enthralling story of resistance and heroism against the most horrific circumstances, and
one man’s attempt to change the course of history.

Johnson, Steven. Everything Bad is Good For You: How Today’s Popular Culture is Actually Making
Us Smarter. Forget everything you’ve ever read about the age of dumbed-down, instant-gratification
culture. In this provocative, unfailingly intelligent, thoroughly researched, and surprisingly convincing
big idea book, Steven Johnson draws from fields as diverse as neuroscience, economics, and media theory
to argue that the pop culture we soak in every day has been growing more sophisticated with each passing
year, and, far from rotting our brains, is actually posing new cognitive challenges that are actually making
our minds measurably sharper.

Noah, Trevor. Born A Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood. Trevor Noah’s unlikely path
from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor
was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable
by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the
earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him
from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South
Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and
freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. Born a Crime is the story of a
mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a world
where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his
fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.

Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood. Considered one of the first of the True Crime genre. As Truman
Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and execution of the
killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing empathy. At the center of his study are
the amoral young killers Perry Smith and Dick Hickcock, who, vividly drawn by Capote, are shown to be
reprehensible yet entirely and frighteningly human. In Cold Blood is a seminal work of modern prose, a
remarkable synthesis of journalistic skill and powerfully evocative narrative.

https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Blood-Truman-Capote/dp/0679745580
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Summer Reading Argument Template

Book Title (insert title)

Claim (the
thesis or main
argument the
author makes)

Context
(setting—place,
time, culture,
and how this
might affect the
argument)

Exigence:
(What  is the
author’s
reason for
writing? )

Support
(the evidence the
author gives to

back his
claim— ie:
anecdotes,
facts, statistics,
expert
witness— list at
least 1
piece of support
for each claim)



Opposing
Viewpoint
(explain
the counter
claim—is it
mentioned or
implied in the
book? )

Quotes:
List 5 quotes
that  you found
compelling.
Explain how
they illustrate
the author’s
purpose.

Vocabulary:

List 10 new
vocabulary
words  and
define them.
Explain how
these  words
impact the
author’s style.
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Annotation Domination Guide

Annotation Guide: Margin notes and color marking
Mandatory: Margin notes [can be on sticky notes if you prefer] in which you do the

following (this list is not exhaustive):
• Write your personal response to the text.
• Note implications of the text.
• Note the author's purpose as well as his/her technique.
• Explain the significance of the text.
• Define unknown vocabulary.

Annotations Tips
What Not To Do
• Don’t use a highlighter – Quality marking isn’t done with a fat-tipped highlighter. You can’t  write,
which is an important part of marking the text, with a large marker. Get yourself some fine  point colored
pens to do the job.

• Don’t mark large volumes of text – You want important points to stand out. Although we all  know
that everything can’t be important, we often highlight all of the text on the page. Avoid  this to help the
key points stand out.

What To Do

• Mark the text with a pencil, pen, or, even better, colored fine-tipped pens –
Remember, you are not highlighting, you are writing.

• Underline sentences that contain a main idea or important new piece of
information/development

• Write the passage topic in the margin as a reminder – Just a word or two.

• Write questions in the margin – When you don’t understand something or when you  don’t
understand the author’s thought process on a particular topic, write the question in  the margin
as a reminder to settle the question.

• Circle new and unfamiliar words – Look them up as soon as possible.

• Add your or other author’s perspectives in the margins – Other authors have surely  written
on the same subject. What do they say? Do they agree with this author? If not,  what do they
say? Add these ideas in the margins.

• Draw arrows to related ideas – Or unrelated ideas…

Annotate for repetition, shifts, tone, and author’s purpose.


