
AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment 

 

 
Assigned Text:  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
   “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor 
 
Assignment:  Reading List, Marked Text, and Double-Entry Journals 

 Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor—as you read, make notes on the concepts that you 
found most interesting, most useful, most surprising, etc. 

 When you’ve finished reading, make a list of the ten concepts you think you will find most applicable to 
the AP Lit course.   

o Identify concept—explain it in your own words, then write a paragraph explaining why you 
chose this particular concept.  What about it was interesting to you?  How do you see yourself 
using this idea in your upcoming English courses? 

o This assignment should be typed and double-spaced. 

 Next, read the copy of Flannery O’Connor’s short story, “The Life You Save May Be Your Own,” which 
can be accessed here: http://faculty.smu.edu/nschwart/2312/lifeyousave.htm  

 Read and mark this text.  Remember that marking a text means highlighting/underlining AND 
identifying the literary elements that you see.  You should also make notes on characters, plot, setting, 
conflict, symbols, etc.  Your teacher will collect your marked copy in the first week of school.   

 Once you have marked the text, choose five passages to use as part of double-entry journals.  
Complete five double-entry journals on “The Life You Save May Be Your Own.”  At the end of the 
analysis part of the double-entry journal, explain how your reading of How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor helped you with your analysis of that particular passage.  Below is an example of a double-
entry journal. 

 This assignment is required. 
 
Example of a Double-Entry Journal (for Night by Elie Wiesel) 
Quotation      Significance 
“Night.  No one prayed, so that the   Wiesel uses images of the darkness of  
night would pass quickly.  The stars were   the night sky to convey the hopelessness 
only sparks of the fire which devoured   of the situation he and the other Jews 
us.  Should that fire die out one day,    were feeling. Wiesel also contrasts this  
there would be nothing left in the sky   darkness with the more violent image of 
but dead stars, dead eyes.”    fire, showing the power of the enemies  
       the Jews are facing, enemies that are  
       strong enough to “devour” them.  Wiesel 
       uses a metaphor to compare the Jew’s loss  
       of hope to “dead stars, dead eyes”, which  
       extends his use of the images of the sky   
       and reinforces the idea that “fire”/violence  
       is more powerful than “stars”/hope. 
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