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What is the JWJ
Gifted Gazette?
It is a biweekly
publication that
highlights what is
going on in our
classrooms. This
provides a “whole
school” view for our
community.
However, this is a
special
commemorative
edition highlighting
the first semester
at JWJ COLLEGE
PREP!

The Original
JWJ College Prep Middle is the FIRST MAGNET
COLLEGE PREP SCHOL in Jacksonville
In 1868 six freed slaves purchased a piece of property in downtown
Jacksonville and began Florida’s first high school for African-Americans. They
named this school Stanton in honor of President Lincoln’s Secretary of War
during the Civil War.
Not many years after its inception, President
Ulysses S. Grant visited Stanton and shook hands with a young James Weldon
Johnson on the school’s steps.
That young man went on to not only graduate from Stanton, but return as a
teacher and principal. While living in the LaVilla neighborhood, studying for
the bar exam and working at Stanton, Mr. Johnson penned the mighty
words to the hymn “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” – a song that later inspired
sculptor Augusta Savage and was named the Negro National Anthem.
Over 30 years ago, Stanton was transformed into Duval County’s first
magnet school, grades 6-12, for college preparedness. Its success soon
called for a separate middle school and JWJ College Prep was born. Named
for a man of imminent greatness and created to provide a safe place to be
smart, JWJ is proud to be the original.

A peek inside JWJ classrooms
Ms. Lawrence had at least 5 different stations students were
cycling through during the week and each station had a MIX
of purposes. I loved participating at the microscope station
and trying to identify the different parts of the cell structures
along with the students! I took special note of the “Creation
Station” where students were able to flex their artistic
muscles in the biology room.
Mr. Cole’s lesson was a reminder about modalities. He had
a phenomenal “attention-getting” opening that was full of
student input, a touch of sarcasm, a demonstration, and
humor. (I filmed it and will send a link!). He activated prior
knowledge providing a “hook in their heads” for students to
“hang” this new information and then began his “story.” The
story of the Enlightenment CAME TO LIFE as he combined
graphics, doodles, and words to teach lofty ideas to elevenyear-olds. Simultaneously, he had a PowerPoint for
traditional note-taking should that be the students’ choice.
Mrs. Mott’s room was full of life. Some students were on the
floor creating posters, some were at their seats for a quick,
traditional text read, and some were planning a lesson. It
was a reminder that sometimes we need to just MIX up the
seating.

The Parabola Selfie
Project
Students in Algebra II were allowed to do something creative!  Thank you to Mr.
Peterson for embracing this gifted need.
The Goal: Write an equation for a parabola you have taken a selfie with. Analyze that
parabola by finding the characteristics such as the axis of symmetry, vertex, domain, and range.
YOU WILL:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Find a parabola in real life.
Take a SELFIE with it (this is proof that you didn’t google the image  )
Then take a picture of JUST the parabola.
Email both pictures to your SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESS or upload it to a page in your Algebra II
OneNote.
a. You must include a 2-3 sentence explanation about what your parabola really is (besides a
parabola) and where you found it.

Ms.
Lawrence’s
Biology I
class
extracts DNA
from
strawberries
in order to
enrich their
study of
genes.

United in Something Higher

Why Diversity is our Greatest Strength

“He who is different from me does not impoverish me - he enriches me. Our unity is constituted in
something higher than ourselves.” Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
There is no greater teacher at JWJ than the student body. This greatness does not come from an
aggregate IQ score or in the fact that we consistently place in the top 3 on district and state tests. Nor
does it come from our prowess in the competition of academic clubs or on the fields of athletic rivalry.
The magic of our school can be found in our diversity and in the shared belief that Antoine de SaintExupéry’s maxim holds the wisdom our world so desperately needs: there are a great many things higher
than “self”.
Our student population holds no majority as each ethnicity is a subset. It tallies nationalities from over 15
countries and seeks to further its international reach with our globe-trotting travel club. What strength is
gained when the fabric of our experiences is sewn with so many diverse threads!
At JWJ we know that life's most important lessons are learned both inside and outside of the classroom.
We provide students with opportunities to nurture and grow their existing knowledge and talents, while at
the same time making both friends and memories that will last a lifetime.
We are allied in our differences, a family because of a shared vision and common love, and then stronger
because we are all united in something higher than ourselves.

Interactive Labs Provide Authentic Learning Experiences
In Ms. Lawrence’s Biology class, the
students are studying DNA and its
interaction with various parts of the
cell, enzymes, and chromosomes
during the extraction process.
Additionally, students were enriching
their understanding of buffers,
osmosis, and the properties of cells.
This multi-step group lab provided
the students with an authentic
experience to reinforce their
understanding of DNA’s function. As
a bonus, it could spark a student’s
interest in the field of genetic design
which is purportedly akin to our
world’s next “Silicon Valley”.

Mrs. Temples’s students took the
laboratory to the great outdoors to
compare the temperature over grass
with the temperature over concrete
in order to study the thermal effects
of various conductors.
Through this interactive discovery
activity, her students are observing
and concluding that land covered in
grass warms and cools very
differently from a city blanketed in
asphalt. Students may also observe
that different colors absorb various
amounts of the Sun’s radiation. A
real-world extension connects to
current events as students are made
aware of the dangers of a rising earth
temperature that is affected by the
urban heaters our concrete jungles
are creating.

“This is so hard, but it’s fun!” That was a refrain heard many times in Mrs.
Yarbrough’s 6th grade gifted ELA class. After studying Poe’s “The Raven”
and then watching a parody, students got a CHOICE to either rewrite 2
stanzas or create a parody of 2 stanzas.

6th Grade Delights in Mrs. Rowand’s Class
6th graders are great… they have no filter.
Being invited into these classrooms is a treat because you just NEVER know what one might
get to see or hear.
The 6th graders in Mrs. Rowand’s class DID NOT disappoint.
She designed an opportunity for her gifted math students to use higher-level thinking and
creativity to prove their understanding of integers by building a timeline of their lives and
creating a coordinating table organized by absolute value.
It was obvious from the start these students were prepared, confident, and full of new
math concepts they were eager to share. The true entertainment began when they began
to present their timelines. “In 2009 I was carrying groceries in from the car because I am
good boy. But, then I tripped and busted my skull and it had to be glued back together.”
I only wish they had videoed all of them! Students included ALL kinds of information, both
past occurrences and future predictions. A good time was had by all. But, ABOVE ALL, it
was obvious that Mrs. Rowand has created a gentle environment where students feel safe
to be themselves and are learning complex concepts while getting the opportunity to
incorporate their voices.
Thank you, Mrs. Rowand, for choosing to teach. You are making all the difference.

