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DID YOU KNOW?

FSA TESTING is right around the
corner! FSA Writes is tentatively
scheduled to kick off the first
week of April!

-curated and produced by
Mollie Peterson, JWJ Gifted Lead

7th graders in Mr. Cole’s class create a THIRD PARTY based on one major ideology and
3 key issues facing our country. After evaluating the needs of our country, students
developed a platform and new legislation to meet those needs.

Let’s Get the Party Started
Students create political parties in Cole’s class
Mr. Cole’s Civics class just finished studying the 2-party system and the
impact a third party can make. Students had to choose ONE ideology
that he/she thought was the most important: liberty, competition,
cost saving, equality, cooperation, or generosity. Once students
assembled in the room according to ideologies, each gaggle of political
activists needed to rank a list of current issues by importance:
Business/Employment Opportunities, Education Policies, Healthcare,
Criminal Justice, Safety of Americans, Energy Sources & the
Environment, and the Role of the Federal Government. This ranking
defined the ideologies into more specificly-focused parties.
(Continued)

Once students were united into 2s and 3s, they
needed to develop a party name and party
symbol, platform, and a proposal for new
legislation. This new legislation’s goal is to solve
what their party sees as the most urgent matter
facing our country.
Mr. Cole’s lesson and activity was an elevated
and extended study of political parties that
incorporated evaluation skills and the creativity
students crave. Our country’s future is in great
hands!

WHOSE PHONE IS THIS?
Mrs. Marsh’s students just finished a study of Greece and
the key figures of its early culture. To show their synthesis
of the facts and concepts, students needed to create “the
iPhone” that would belong to one of Greece’s key figures.
Some questions and tasks the students considered were:
What kind of wallpaper would this figure choose? You’ve
got mail: thinking back over what you’ve learned about
him, compose an email to this person and his response.
Lastly, students got to create an app that this historical
figure would have installed. As Mrs. Marsh explained this
last charge, one 6th grader said, “Oh, I know what app my
figure would have… Match.com!”

A WALK
AROUND
JWJ
On any given day, one can
find exciting things going
on in the classrooms at JWJ.
Students could be building
Hydrogen atoms in Mrs.
Murphy’s
class
or
interacting with Mrs. Byers
in Geometry as students
are figuring out apothems.
Mrs. Rowand even makes
lesson & activity transitions
fun as students all have
certain jobs to fulfill like
collecting the textbooks
and
distributing
computers. Everyone was
smiling and ready for the
next part of class.

You could even run into a
line of students in the hall,
carrying clipboards and
data as they return from an
outside lab in Mr. French’s
class.

No matter the day or the
hour, it is always a pleasure
to take a walk around JWJ~
where it’s safe to be smart.

Making Learning Interactive
Mr. Peterson, Mrs. Temples, and Mrs.
Yarbrough created opportunities for “hands
on learning” in Algebra I and 7th Grade
Science. Mr. Peterson flipped his classroom
and used student leaders as facilitators.
Mrs. Temples brought the food web to life
so students could feel the effects of
disruptions to it. And Mrs. Yarbrough
designed stations so students could cycle
through various learning opportunities.

Thank you for always
making JWJ a place
students are proud to
attend!

